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The Paſtor, and Members, of the Baptiſt Church, | 
| 
Y 


at Chard, in Somerſet/hire, with the other Minil- | | 
ters, and Brethren,» belonging to the Weſtern 1 
Aſſociation, who requeſted the publication of the , ; 
enſuing Diſcourſe, 10 
| 4 
HonortD BRETHREN, | N 


Ir ss ſolely in fubmiſſton to your judgment, und in ö N 
compliance with your deſire, that I have been inducecld 
to tranſcribe, and commit to the preſs, the ſubſtance of 
that Sermon which I delivered among you at my firſt 
interview. In the delightful ſubject we all have reaſon 
to rejaice: and I doubt not but your zeal for the 
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Redeemer's Kingdom induced you to urge its publication. | 
But I regret that I could do no more juſtice to ſoſ 
exalted a Theme, either at the time the Diſcourſe was 11 |: 
delivered, or in writing it out at length. As I had | i 
only ſhort notes when I preached it, and was prevented 1 
from penning down the enlargement immediately, by a 
long journey, whach I had premouſly appointed, I can- : | 
not anſwer for the exact correſpondence of every expreſ- i 
fion with what you heard from the pulpit. But all * 
the main ideas are the ſame; and if I could hae 
amended the arrangement and illuſtration, I ſhould not Wl 
have ſcrupulouſly refuſed an alteration. I heartily wiſh | | jj 
it were better calculated to comfort your hearts, and ||| 


encourage your exertions in the ſervice of our bleſſed | 
Lord: but after taking what pains my other engage. 
6 14 251 
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ments would allow, in recollefling, and preparing it 
for your peruſal, I muſt now ſubmit it to your candor, 

and the bleſſing of our condeſcending Lord. / you 
| find defetts, when you read. it at your leifure, which 
your devout affeftions prevented you. from noticing, 
when we were aſſembled in the houſe of God, let them 
_ excite you to pray that I may obtain an increaſing ſupply 
of diligence, abilities, and zeal. Accept my thanks 
for the Chriſtian Friendſhip wherewith you, and all my 
honored Brethren; have received into your connection a 
Stranger, removed to your neighbourhood, by the moſt 
unexpected courſe of Providence. May the increaſe of 
Chriſt's Kingdom, in this part of the iſland, and all 
over the world, be the object of our moſt earneſt ſolici- 


tude, and the end for which we ſhall continue to labor, 


* whale life endures, 


Be afſured, that it is with the ſincereſt gratitude, 
reſpeft, and efteem, that I ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Dear and honored Brethren, 
Your obliged and affectionate, 
the unworthy Servant, ©. 


3 JOHN RYLAND. 


Hug. 8th, 1794. 


——____ — 2 
- - _ Cs n. 


5 


E r eee ede 


20 . 


_w 


- JOHN HI. 30. 
HE MUST INCREASE. 


» 


— C7 — 


| \ } E are now aſſembled, my honored Fathers 


and Brethren, with the avowed deſign of. ſeeking 


the advancement of our Redeemer's kingdom. We 


have been hearing the letters from a number of 


Chriſtian Churches, with which we are connected, 


giving an account of the ſtate of Religion among 


them. Thanks be to God, that the tidings commu- 


nicated have, for the moſt part, given us pleaſure, 


And now, by our united prayers, we would call. 


down the influences of the Holy Spirit; by our 


private conſultations, we would flrengthen each 
other's hands in God; and, by our public ſervices, 


we would build up the people of God in their moſt 
holy faith, and call upon rebellious ſinners to ſub. 
mit to che Prince of Peace. This being the grand 
and ſole end of our Aſſociation, what ſubjett can 
more powerfully attratt our attention, or, more 
deeply affect our hearts, than this brief but compre- 
henſiye aſſurance, given us by the firſt Baptiſt 
Preacher in the world, that HE, whole way John 


was ſent to prepare, and whoſe cauſe it is our glory 


to ſublerve, MUST affuredly INCREASE ? 


The whole verſe clearly exhibits the humility 
and diſintereſted fidelity of that Holy Man, who 
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was ſent beſore the Meſſiah, in the ſpirit and 
power of Elijah. While his following language, 
down to the end of the chapter, remarkably con- 
firms our Lord's obſervation, Matt. xi. 11, that, 
among all who were born of, women, there had not 
ariſen a greater than John the Baptiſt : for we find 
none of the Apoſtles ſpeaking with equal clearneſs, 
concerning the perſon and work of the Savior, till 
after his crucifixion, and the effuſion of the Holy 
Spirit; and even poſterior to thoſe events, there 
are not many. paſſages, in their ſublimeſt writings, 
that are more full of evangelical truth. 


But waving further notice now of this enſuing 
context, let us briefly glance at the preceeding 
verſe. There John ſpeaks of Chriſt, and of his 
Church, as the Bridegroom and the Bride.“ He 
that kath the Bride is the Bridegroom.“ But with 
reſpect to himſelf, he diſclaims any higher charac- 
ter than that of „the Bridegroom's Friend,” who 
« ſtandeth and heareth him, and rejoiceth greatly 
* becauſe of the Bridegroom's voice: averring, 
that his “ joy was fulfilled,” his happineſs was raiſed 
to the molt exalted height, in ſeeing che union 
conſummated between - Chriſt and his redeemed, 
whom he had eſpouſed to himſelf, 


While John exulted in the greatneſs of his Lord, 
and in his peculiar and unrivalled propriety in his 
Church, he not only confeſſes his on inferiority, 
but willingly expects chat the wide Afference be- 

tween 


CJ 


tween him and his divine Maſter, would ſoon become 
more viſible to every ſpeQator. He must increase, 
fays the Baptiſt, but I must decrease. Such was the 
purpoſe of Heaven, and he fully ſubſcribed to its 
fitneſs and propriety. Let but his Lord be glorified, 
and John was willing to be laid aſide. His higheſt 
honor was to have been employed as Chriſt's fore- 
runner. He came baptizing in water for this cauſe, 
that the Meſſiah might be manifeſted to Iſrael. and 
now his work was nearly ended. As the inferior 
lights of Heaven diſappear at the riſing of the ſun, 
ſo were all the luminaries of the Jewiſh Church 
eclipſed by the appearance of the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs. Indeed, the light of the whole Moſaic diſpen- 
fation was, like that of the moon, a borrowed, 
reflected light; and it waxed and waned in like 
manner. In the days of Solomon it reſembled the 
moon at the full. But ** as the moon, from the time 
« of her being full, is approaching nearer and 
© nearer to her conjunction with the ſun, and at the 
«* ſame time her light is more and more decreaſing, 
„till at length, when the conjunction takes place, 
« it ſeems to be wholly ſwallowed up in the = of 
* the ſun;” ſo it was with the Jewiſh Church: 


glory and ſplepdor was raiſed io the greateſt beighe 


in the days f Solomon, and, from that period, it 
had been declining, more and more, till the time of 


our Lord's incarnation. But this declenſion was 


rendered ſabſervient to the introduction of a more 
ſpiritual ceconomy, far exceeding the former in 
* And now, for a like reaſon, when Jeſus had 
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entered upon his public Miniſtry, John the Baptiſt 
was to decreaſe. The former Prophets had been 
like ſtars, which gave light in the night; and on the 
approach of Goſpel Day, thoſe ſtars had diſappeared. 
The ſpirit of prophecy had been withdrawn from the 
Jewiſh Church, for ſome time before the coming 
of our Lord. But when his bleſſed appearance drew 
very nigh, John, the greateſt of all the Prophets, 
was ſent before him, as the Morning-Star, the bright- 


teſt of all the ſtars, is the harbinger of approaching 


day. But when Chriſt came in his public miniſtry, 
the light of this Morning-Star decreaſed too, as the 
brighteſt of the planetary train, the forerunner of 
the riſing ſun, is loſt in the ſuperior luſtre of his 
beams, ſoon after he ariſes. 


Nor was it any ſubje& of regret to that burning 
and ſhining light, that his Lord ſhould ſo greatly 
outſhine him ; he was willing to be concealed, or 
withdrawn, that the Savior might ſhine forth with 
greater ſplendor. - He had no wiſh that the manifeſ-. 
tation of the Redeemer's glory ſhould be delayed, 
that he himſelf might have the more time to ſhine, . 
and that his Diſciples might rejoice in his light for a 
longer ſeaſon. He was glad to reeotinendyhem to 
a more excellent teacher. He rejoicedgteaUy in the 
increaſing diſcovery of the divine glories of Jeſus, 
and wiſhed to dire&t every eye to behold the Lamb 
of God. And verily this is the beſt and nobleſt 
ground of joy to all the friends of Gd and*Man. 


All other. lights, that have ſhined iy, ate Church, 
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have ſoon atrived at their zenith, and have then 


declined and diſappeared out of our hemiſphere ; 
but HE, who is eminently * the light of the world,” 
must still incre ue, till this whole benighted globe is 
illuminated with his brightneſs; and he will be the 
light and glory of the upper world for ever, 


Let us purſue the pleaſing ſubjea, my honored 
and beloved Iricnds, by enquiring, 


First. Wherein conſiſts that increaſe of our glori- 
ous Lord, which is here repreſented as neceſſary 
and certain. And, | 


Secondly, What conſiderations may beſt eſtabliſh 
our faith in the aſſured expeAation of this intereſting 
and important event. 


I. It is propoſed to conſider the nature of that 
increafe which the Baptiſt confidently expetted 
ſhould attend his bleſſed Lord. 

Doübtleſs he principally refers to the manifeſta- 
tion of his ſpiritual glory, and to the eſtabliſhment 


of his'kiy grace. 

He coll Wt intend an increaſe of worldly 
greatneſs, end power, for we know, by the 
ſubſequent 5 dry of the life of Chrilt, that he 


never pol d cheſe objects of human ambition, 
while he "* e on earth. They are things he 
N aſter while here below, nor was it 
EB a deſigned 
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GE 
deſigned that he ſhould attain them. It is true, 
that after the time that John bare this teſtimony, 
Jeſus became more known, in all parts of the land 

of Judea, and Galilee, and in Jeruſalem the 
| metropolis, which had ſo long been accounted the 
holy city. But he was not acknowledged by the 
Prieſts, and Jewiſh Rabbis, and it remained a 
plauſible objection to his character, © Have any 
« of the rulers believed on him?“ In ſhort, 
the more he made known his views, and explained 
his doArine, the more he was ſlighted and oppoſed, 
and called to endure the contradition of ſinners 
againſt himſelf. Nor was this oppoſition confined 
to the profligate and abandoned, but it was prin- 
cipally conduted by thoſe who made the higheſt 
pretenſions to ſuperior ſanttity. The publicans 
and harlots ſometimes liſtened to him with atten- 
tion; but the Scribes and Phariſees were inveterate 
in their prejudices againſt him, and “ rejected the 
*« counſel of God againſt themſelves.” They often 
openly reviled him, and more clandeſtinely cir- 
culated the fouleſt ſlanders againſt his character; 
and it was chiefly through their influence, who 
ought to have been the firſt to have x Ro known 
unto Iſrael, as being beſt acquaint the wri- 
tings of the Prophets, that he wi TR u 
« deſpiſed and rejected of men.“ Tx Wed by bis 
miraculous powers, unallured by the ous words 
hat continually proceeded ſrom his if ba bis enemies 
indulged increaſing rancor againſt oi and, at 
* they ſtirred up all the mule e join in 


req iring 
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requiring his death. They came out againſt him, 
« as againſt a thief or a robber; they © preferred, 
® a murderer before him ;'* they ſeized him“ with 
« wicked hands,” and led him forth, without the 
gates of Jcruſalem, to ſufler the death of the crols. 
There they hanged him on the accurſed tree, as one 
whom man deſpiſed,“ as him that his own “na- 
« tion abhorred.” 


* rows, and acquainted with grief,” found his diſ- 
treſſes and his ſufferings-increaſe, till they came to that 1 
awful criſis, wherein his Father alſo was “ pleaſed 1 
1 to bruiſe him,” and awakened the ſword of ven- 
geance to exert its utmoſt rigor againſt him. Ah John! 
with what a Baptiſm. was he overwhelmed, whom 
thou thougheſt thyſelf unworthy to immerſe in the 
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Thus he that had all his life been © a man of ſor- | 
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tion; of ſpotleſs purity and rettitude; of infinite zeal 
for his Father's honor; and of the riches of grace 1 
and compaſſion for wretched ruined man. He gave 1: i 
his“ back to the ſmiters, and his checks to them 
« that plucked off the hair, he hid not his face from 
* ſhame af ſpiiting. He was led as a Lamb to the 

_— « ſlaughter, 


waters of Jordan! Yet the prediction of John was | . 4 
accompliſhed, amidſt all the unparalelled circum- 4 5 
ſtances of this mournſul ſcene. | f 5 
1 
It was announced that He must increase, and lo! 14 
in the midſt of poverty and reproach, of apparent 1 
weakneſs, and of cruel ſufferings, jeſus exhibited an 1 
increasing diſplay of Godlike fortitude, and reſolu- | j 
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yo laughter, and as a ſheep before her ſhearers is 


* dumb ſo he opened not his mouth.” He was wil- 
ling to purchaſe his Church with his blood: and 
anſwered not a word for himſelf before the bar of 
Pilate, that he might open his mouth afterwards for 
the dumb, and plead effeftually the. cauſe of the 
guilty, before the tribunal of God. He had © en- 
gaged his heart to approach unto God,“ as the 
ſurety and ſubſtitute of his people, and the flaming 
ſword of juſtice could not intimidate him from 
drawing near the burning throne. He was numbered 
with tranſgreſſors himſelf, that he might juſtify the 


ungodly, and make them aſſociates with Angels, 


and inheritors of celeſtial glory. 


On theſe tranſactions all the future increase of his 
kingdom abſolutely depended. But now the purchaſe 
of redemption has been completed, what ſhall pre- 
vent the Savior. from receiving his full reward ? 
- When his laſt ſufferings were approaching, he ſaid, 
to Andrew and Philip, © the hour is come, that the 
Son of Man ſhould be glorified. Verily, verily, 
“I ſay, unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into 
the ground, and die, it abideth alone: but if it 
« die, it bringeth forth much fruit,” Had the Son 
ol God become man, and not ſuffered death in the 
nature he aſſumed, he muſt have entered Heaven 
again alone ; and have been a ſolitary man in glory, 
without any of that ſpecies of creatures with whom 
he had formed ſo intimate a relation, to bear him 
company. above, But now, as ſurely as all who 
| { 88 Were 
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were in Adam became obnoꝝ; s to death, through 
his diſobedience ; fo ſhall all who are in Chriſt be 
entitled to cternal life, by his obedience unto death, 


Before his body was taken from the croſs, he 


tranſported into Paradiſe one ſample of his purchaſe, 
reſcued from the next gibbet; aſcertaining by that 
ſpecimen of the converted thief, that his ſufferings 
and death had Jaid the ſure foundation of Satan's 
ruin. And beſore his own fleſh could ſee corrup- 
tion, he burſt the bonds of death aſunder, by which 
it was impoſlible he ſhould be holden. © He roſe 
victorious over the grave, taking the keys of Hell 
and of Death into his poſſeſſion, and aſcending tri- 
umphant to his Father's throne, 


Well chen might John affirm, He must increase, 
when he forelaw that his ſhameſul death would be 
followed by ſo glorious a reſurrection; when he who 
* for a little time had been made lower than the 
« Angels, ſor the ſuffering of death, ſhould be 


* crowned with glory and honor; and after he had 


« by himſelf purged our fins, ſhould ſit down on the 
right hand of the Majeſty on high: being made 
* ſo much better than the Angels, as he hath by 
6 inheritanch obtained a more excellent name than 
% they.” - 


And how much more did the tranſaQions of Pen- 
tecoſt juſtify this blefſed prediction. Then was ſo 
copious an effuſion of the Spi beſtowed on the 

Apoltles, 
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Apoftles, that they, who had lately hid themſelves 


in ſecret chambers for fear of the Jews, were filled 


with courage and boldneſs, to teſtify to all the houſe 
of Iſrael, that the ſame Jeſus whom they had cruci- 
fied, was aſſuredly the Lord Mefliah, And ſuch a 
divine energy attended the word, that when they 
heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and 
* faid unto Peter, and to tne reſt of the Apoſtles, 


Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do? Then they 


« who gladly received the Word, were baptized ; 


and the fame day there were added about three 


* thouſand ſouls.” In vain was perſecution excited 


. againſt the Apoſtles, by the Rulers, and Elders, and 


Scribes ; in vain the ſelf- righteous Phariſees, and the 
ſceptical Saducees united againſt them, “ being 
* grieyecd that they taught the people, and preached, 
© thro! Jeſus, the reſurrection from the dead: many 


«"of them who heard the word believed: and the 


« number of the men” was ſoon increaſed to about 
* five thouſand.” And after this, “ Believers were 
© the more added to the Lord, multitudes both of 


4 men and women.” 


The extenſive donations of the Father to his in- 


carnate Son had been long fince recorded by David, 


and Ifaiah. * Aſk of me, and I will give the Hea- 
« then for thine inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts 


« of the earth for thy poſſeſſion,” — It is a light 


«thing that thou ſhouldeſt be my ſervant, to raiſe up 
the tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the preſerved 


of Iſrael: I will alſo give thee for a light to the 


Gentiles, 
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« Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be my falvation 
te to the end of the-earth.” The Scripture cannot 
be broken, theſe promiſes muſt be accompliſhed, 
and even Jewiſh infidelity and perſecution were 
overruled to forward the increaſe of the Mefſhah's 
kingdom. When * they who were ſcattered abroad 
« upon the perſecution that aroſe about Stephen, 
« travelled” into diſtant countries, tho* ſome of 
them preached “ the word to none but unto the 


« Jews only,” others © ſpake unto the Grecians, 


* preaching the Lord Jeſus: and the hand of the 
% Lord was with them: and a great number believed 
te and turned to the Lord,” 


But the greateſt inſtrument of increasing the ſuc- 
ceſs of the Goſpel among the Gentiles, was one who 
for a time was the moſt violent perſecutor of the 
believing Jews. The evangelical Prophet had 
aſſured the deſponding Church, “thy children ſhall 
„make haſte: thy deſtroyers, and they that made 
« thee waſte ſhall go forth of thee,” So the c m- 
mon tranſlation interprets his language, but the pro- 
miſe is ſtill more glorious as it is rendered by the 
celebrated Lowth, 

* They, that deſtroyed thee, ſhall ſoon become thy 
« builders ; 

* And, they that laid thee waſte, ſhall become thine 

oflspring.“ 

In Saul of Tarſus chis prediction was moſt eminently 
fulfilled. He that had fo cruelly « made havoc of 
the Church,” was not only numbered with her 
moſt 
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( 22 ) 
moſt faithſul ſons, but became a wiſe maſter- 


builder, who propagated the faith he once deſtroy- 
ed. When it pleaſed God, who ſeparated him 


from the womb, and called him by his grace, to 


« reveal his Son in him, that he might preach him 
* among the Heathen,” he © laboured more abun. 
« dantly than all” the Apoſtles. Surprizing were 
the effects of his miniſtry, “which Chriſt wrought 


* by hm, to make the Gentiles obedient by word and 


« deed, through mighty ſigns and wonders, by the 
« power of the Spirit of God; ſo that from eruſa- 
lem, and round about unto Illyricum, - ke fully 
* preached the Goſpel of Chriſt,” 


Thus it was intended that Jeſus ſhould increase, 
i. e. that his true Diſciples Thould be multiplied ; 


that an innumerable multitude of ſouls ſhould be 


« reſcued from the power of darkneſs,” and be 
& tranſlated into the kingdom of God's dear Son.” 
Time would ſail us to run over the hiſtory of the 
Church in paſt ages, and to ſhew the increaſe of 


his kingdom to the preſent period. The acts of the 


Apoſtles affords us a delightful ſpecimen of the pro- 
greſs of his Goſpel in the primitive age, and ſuc- 


ceeding hiſtories aſcertain the continued attention of 


Proyidence to the intereſts of the Church, 


Perſecutions have been raiſed from time to time, 
and every inſtrument of cruelty has been employed 
againſt the faithful Mar yrs of Jeſus. The enemies 
of the croſs heretotoe dared to triumph that * Chriſ. 

| * tlanity 
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* fjanity was blotted out, and the worſhip of the 
* Gods reſtored.” But the rabble of Roman deities 
have long cealed to be worſhipped, and Jeſus is ſtill 
acknowledged and adored. He MUST INCREASE, 
- and every enemy ſhall be cruſhed beneath his feet, 
who is not induced to ſubmit and touch the ſceptre 
of his grace. The molt determined, and moſt ſub- 
tle of his foes, ſhall at laſt be conſtrained to confeſs, 
with the wounded apoſtate julian, * Thou haſt 
« overcome, O Galilean !” 


The great enemy of our Lord, and of his truth, 
has not only ſtirred up perſecutors to annoy his 
Saints, but has endeavored by unnumbered errors 10 
infe& the Church, and corrupt the minds of pro- 
tefled Chriſtians from“ ſimplicity towards Chriſt.” 
The degenerate Church of Rome, eſpecially, has 
perverted the doctrines, the ordinances, and the 
morals of the Goſpel, and made war with the rem- 
nant that endeavoured to maintain the truth as it is 
in Jeſus, For how many ages did almoſt all the 
world wonder after the blaſpheming Beaſt ? It was 


long permitted unto him «© to make war with the 


« Saints, and to overcome them : and power was 
« given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and 
« nations;“ excepting thoſe © whoſe names are writ- 
« ten, from the foundation of the world, in the 
Book of Life of the ſlaughtered Lamb.” 


But ſome witneſſes did God reſerve for himſelf 
amidſt the darkeſt ages, of whom it might be juſtly 

| ſaid, under all their ſufferings, © Here is the 
: « patience 
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« patience and the faith of the Saints!” And at the 
æra of the Reformation, a bleſſed increaſe of light 
and life from God was imparted to his Church, 
which neither the perſecutions of the Papiſts, nor 
the errors that have ſince been diſſeminated among 
Proteſtants themſelves, have ever been able to extin- 
guiſh. And now Rome trembles to her centre. 
The tenth part of the city ſeems to be falling ; and, 
tho* open infidelity threatens for a while to take 


place of glvomy ſuperſtition, and hypocritical dif- 


guiſe ; we. wait, with ſanguine expettation, to ſee 
« the Spirit of Life from God”” enter into his 
witneſſes, and raiſe them to celeſtial honors, in the 


ht of all their enemies. 


In the mean while be it obſerved, that though the 
Church below has not been always increafing in num- 


bers, the Church above is continually increaſing. 


The gates of the new Jeruſalem, which are never 
mut day nor night, are perpetually admitting ſome 
happy ſpirit, tranſported from a ſtate of imperfettion 
and conflict, to the perfection of holineſs and bliſs ; 
whil: every new inhabitant of glory makes ſome 
addition to the joys of Heaven; is conſidered as a 
freſh trophy of redeeming love and efhcacious grace; 
and Angels and Saints, with pleaſure and ſurprize, are 
ready to ſay, Art thou become like unto us?“ O 
my Brethren! Could we look into the inviſible 
world, and behold that goodly company, who have 


. ©. waſhed their robes, and made them white in the 


blood of the Lamb; could we compare the pre- 
ſent 


16) 
ſent inhabitants of the celeſtial manſions, with thoſe 
who were before the throne when John uttered this 
prediQtion ; we ſhould ſee the truth of his words 
amply. confirmed by a bright cloud of witneſſes, 


At the ſame time, we are fully warranted to 
believe, that the principal harveſt of the earth has 


not yet been gathered in. This declaration ſhall be 


more fully verified in future, than in all the ages 
that are paſt, We may be miſtaken in our conjec- 
tures, as to © the times and ſeaſons, which the Fa- 
* ther hath reſerved in his own power:”” but we are 
well aſſured, that there ſhall be a far more extenſive 
application of Chriſt's redemption, than has yet taken 
place. In ſpite of all obſtacles, which earth and 
hell have laid in the way, the everlaſting Goſpel 
muſt be preached among all nations. Antichriſt 
muſt utterly fall. The rejcttion of the Jews proved 
the occaſion of enriching and reconciling the world, 
but their being received again into the Church ſhall 
be as life from the dead.” All nations ſhall be 
brought to the knowledge of the Redeemer, all peo- 
ple ſhall ſerve him. He must increase, till his myſ- 
tical fullneſs is compleated ; till all his elect being 
regenerated and ſanctified, he can fay to his Father, 
« Here am I, and the children, thou haſt given 


, 40 me.“ 


Then cometh the end of time, when the laſt of 
his choſen is brought home to God, and made meet 
for the inheritance of the Saints in light. Then chis 

: world, 
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world, which was ereQed as a ſcaffolding ſor the 


Church, ſhall be taken down. The laſt trumpet 


ſhall ound. The dead {hall be raiſed, The throne 


| ſhall be ſet, and the books ſhall be opened. Then 


mult the - ungodly be caſt into the fire that cannot 
be quenched, while the righteous are admitted into 
the kingdom of their Father. 


There will - their poſitive happineſs be increaſing 
o all eteruity. For,  tho' their deliverance from 
error, fin, pain, and grief, will be compleat, at 
their firſt entrance into glory, there mult ſtill be 
room for finite minds to increaſe in the knowledge 
and enjoyment of the infinite Good; and conſe- 
quently, to make the moſt rapid and uninterrupted 
progreſs in poſitive holineſs, humility and joy, for 
ever. 


And all this eternal felicity will be entirely owing 
to the blood of the Lamb. It will be given to his 
redeemed as the reward of his infinitely meritorious 
obedience. All this exceeding great and eternal 
weight of glory muſt be reckoned, therefore, as his 
increase. And thus, as Iſaiah, long before his incar- 
nation, aſſerted, the Son of God, who was born a 
child at- Bethlehem, is juſtly ſtiled Wonderful, 
„ Counſellor, the mighty God, the Father of the 
« everlasting age, the Prince of Peace :” for © of 
the increase of his government, and peace, there 
« Shall be no end. 

Let 


( "7 ) 
II. Let me proceed, my dear friends, to lay 
before you ſome conliderations, which may confirm 


our faith, in the affured expectation, that He must 
increase. 


I may briefly remark, before I ſpecify the poſi- 


tive grounds of this concluſion, that it was not 


founded upon the proſpett of his employing a mili- 
tary force to propagate his religion with the ſword, 
He never uſed, nor authorized the uſe of carnal 
weapons, to enforce his truth. — Nor was this expec- 
tation built upon the rank and influence of his adhe- 
rents. In the primitive Church it was owned, that 
not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many 
mighty, not many noble were called ;'”* and ſuch 
has been the proce ſure of infinite Wiſdom to this 
day. God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the 
« world to confound the wiſe;. and God hath choſen 
„ the weak things of the world, to confound the 
« things which are mighty; and baſe things of the 
« world, and things which are deſpiſed hath God 
* choſen, and things which are not, to bring to 
% nought things that are: that no fleſh ſhould 
« glory in his preſence.” Nor is it on the multitude 
of Chriſt's genuine followers, in-any period of time 
already paſt, that we ground our hope of his future 
increale, Nominal Chriſtians form but a ſmall 
minority of the inhabitants of the globe, and- how 
much ſmaller is the number of them that are Chriſ- 
tians indeed? Yet we firmly believe the caſe ſhall 
be widely different before the end of time. 


C We 
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| 
| We are far from building our hopes upon any 
| flattering promiſes of worldly gain, and ſenſual 
| indulgenccs, by which our Maſter would draw follow- 
ers after him, He always held up a very oppoſite. 
ſcene to his people's view. He faithfully warned 
them that if any man. would come after. him, he 
muſt deny himſelf, and take up his croſs daily,“ 
and follow him, through. evil report as well as good. 
Nor do ve ground the expettation. of an. increaſe of 
- his adherents, upon the, correſpondence. between his 
plan of Salvation, and the natiue bias of the human 
i heart. His redemption. is admirably ſuited to a ſin- 
| ner'ẽs neceſſities, but not to his depraved-inclinations. 
It is too humbling, too holy, too heavenly, to ſuit 


an unrenewed mind: and the carnal heart, which 
| is 55, enmity againſt, Cod,“ and cannot bear ſub- 
jeQtion to his righteous Lau, willi be as little pleaſed 
* the glorious Goipe!, till that enmity is ſlain. 


* we are aſſured: he muſt, meide fo ſuch 
conſiderations as the following: 


- — . —ä — — — — —— ͥ —— — — — 
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| Becauſe wy is ah Sox of "Vis in the higheſt a and 

| moſt abſolute ſenſe, and therefore heir of all things. 

| For as. John the Baptiſt obſerves, verſe 33, the 
“Father loveth the Son, and hath given all things 


„ into his hand,” The many arguments, for this | 
inte reſting truth of our Lord's divinity, which | 
might be drawn from the inſpired writings, we can- | 
not now review ; let me only obſerve, that one of no 1 


{mall weight is deducible ſrom the preceeding con- 


1 
yl 
1 * 
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1 


(69 
text, where John, who was the greateſt of all the 
Old Teſtament Prophets, acknowledges ſo effentiak 
4 difference between himſelf and his bleſſed Maſter, 
repreſenting Jeſus as the Bridegrom, who poſſeſſed 
the Bride, and himſelf as nothing more than the 
Bridegroom's friend. The ſame fimilitude is uſed 
by Paul, when enforcing' conjugal duties on the 
Epheſians, chap. v. 23 — 33. plainly indicating 
Chriſt's ſuperiority to the whole collective body of good 
men, from the beginning of time to the end of the 
world; and implying that he ſtands in ſuch a rela- 
tion to them, has ſuch a propriety in them, and ſo 
great and direct an influence on all their holineſs 
and bappineſs, as never can be made to accord with 
any lower idea of him; than that of * God manifeſt 
„in the fleſh,” who has © purchaſed his Church 
« with his own blood.” —— Twice over in the 
verſe that' follows our text, doth John declare, © He 
* that cometh from above is all: he that cometh from 
Heaven, is above all:“ and hence we infer, with 
Him, that he must increase. Jeſus could ſay without 
blaſphemy, “ All things that the Father hath are 
« mine.” And again, “ my Father worketh hitherto, 
«and I work; which the Jews juſtly underſtood; 
as claiming God to be © his own Father,” in ſuch 
a ſenſe, as implied his“ making himſelf equal with 
« God.” He afhrmed it was the Father's will, 
« that all ſhould honor the Son, even as they honor 
the Father. He that honoreth not the Son 
„  honoreth not the Father who hath ſent him.“ 
And. on other occaſions, he declared, if ye had 
0 C2 1 lune 


e 
* known mie, ye ſhould have - known my Father 
alſo:“ and © he that hath ſeen me hath ſeen the 
% Father.” From all which we infer, that neither 
did he conſider himſelf, nor was he conſidered by 
his forerunner, as * a fallible peccable man,” as 


the modern Socinians term him; “but as the only 
begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.“ 


We are perſuaded. therefore, that he must increase, 
becauſe he hath all power to overcome every enemy, 
that oppoſeth his bleſſed reign; and we are ſure his 
heart is thoroughly engaged in the erection and 
extenſion” of his kingdom. * God giveth not the 
Spirit by meaſure unto him,” But “ it hath 


3 pleaſed the Father that in him all fullneſs ſhould 


« qwell ;” and “ out of his fullneſs have all'“ his 
people © received, and grace for grace. Still ſhall 
his cauſe be carried on; nor will the bleſſed Spirit 
grow weary of his beloved work; in taking of the 
things of Chriſt, and revealing them to the ſouls bf 
men. He ſhall {till © convince che world of fin, of 
e rxighteouſne ſs, and of judgement,” He ſhall ſtill 
gather others“ unto the Meſſiah's ſtandard, “ be- 
« fides thoſe that have been gathered” unto him. 
He ſhall deſcend, in his gracious influences, like 
* floods on the dry ground,” and make © the wil- 
„ derneſs to become a fruitful field, and “ the 
* defart ſhall rejoice, and bloſſom like the roſe,” 


of Since John uttered this prediction, Jeſus has ſo 


completed the Purchase of Redemption as to enſure 
r g its 


— — — — 
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its Application. He will not deſert the cauſe in which 
he has laid down his precious life. The Father will 
never deprive his beloved Son of his inheritance, 
nor defraud his faithful Servant of his hire. Did he 
not beforehand engage that he ſhould ©, ſee of the 
travail of his ſoul and be ſatisfied,” He ſhall 
bring as many ſons to glory, and beſtow on them as 
much happineſs, as he himſelf ſhall account a ſuffi- 
cient recompence for all the agomes he endured, in 
the garden, and on the croſs, As much glory ſhall 
redound to God, as much felicity ſhall be commu- 
nicated to the redeemed, as ſhall conſtrain the great 
Philanthropiſt, in the full recollection of Gethſa- 
mane, and Calvary, to ſay, It is enough! Iam 
 Gatisfied! I am fully repaid for all my bitter 
* ſufferings, and for my bloody death!” But Jeſus 
has not had half enough yet. Ethiopia muſt ſtretch 
forth her hands unto God. God mult enlarge Japhet, 
and dwell again in the tents of Shem, and even 
Canaan mult be his ſervant, 


He muſt increaſe, for the decrees of Heaven aſcer- 
tain the great event. God, who cannot lie, had 
c promiſed before the world began,” that “ eter. 
« nal life ſhould be imparted thro” him, to an innu- 
merable multitude, who were choſen in him, and 
predeſtinated to the adoption of ſons. The Coun. 
ſel of Peace was then between the three perſons in 
the undivided Godhead; and the Covenant of Re- 
demption was confirmed by the 'oath of God, 
* Before the mountains were ſettled, while as yet 


C 3 | « God 
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1 God bad not not made the earth,” then did eter- 
nal Wiſdom rejoice in the proſpect of his people's 
ſalvation, and then were his“ delights with the ſons 

* of men.” The Son of God, with ineffable pleaſure, 
anticipated the eternal happineſs of his eleft ; and he 
« who worketh all things after the counſel of his own 
* will,” cannot be defeated in the execution of his 
gracious purpoſes, or rere of his deſired 
end. | 


WY 


A great part of Scripture conſiſts of promices of 
the. increaſe of the Meſſiah's kingdom, and it is 
evident that the ſeaſon of their chief accompliſn- 
ment is yet future. In the laſt days the mountain 
of the Lord's houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed in the top 
« of the mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the 
hills; and all nations ſhall flow unto it. And 
many people ſhall go and ſay, come ye, and let 
© us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
* houſe of the God of Jacob, and he will teach us 
* of his ways, and we will walk in his paths. And 
«he ſhall judge among the nations, and ſhall. re- 
* buke' many people: and they ſhall beat their 
« ſwords into plowſhares, and their ſpears into 
44, pruning hooks : nation ſhall: not lift up ſword 
| againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn war any 
it „% more. The wolf alſo ſhall dwell with the lamb, _ 
9 and the leopard ſhall lie down with the kid: and 
= *.the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling to- 
1 gether, and a litile child ſhall lead them, & c. They 
| | — Ws not ** or deſtroy i in all God's holy. moun- 
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« tain : and in that day the whole globe ſhall be 
more devoted to God than Mount Zion was in the 
beſt periods of the former diſpenſation; © for the 
„earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 
« as the waters cover the ſea,” We will not mul- 


tiply quotations, but refer you to the forty-ninth and 


ſixtieth chapters of Iſaiah, as containing a large and 
delightful deſcription of that approaching ſeaſon of 
proſperity, which awaits the Church of Chriſt ; our 
hopes of which are confirmed by the concurtent 
teſtimony of moſt of the other antient Prophets, and 


eſpecially by the New Teſtameyt prophecies of Paul, 


and of John, refpeAing the ruin of Antichriſt, or 
the Man of Sin, and the fulneſs of the Jews and 
Gentiles; being brought into the Church, 


Nor ſhall the increaſe of the Church, in the latter 
day, be merely by an addition of numbers to the 
profeſſed followers of the Lamb ; but fan increaſe 
of evangelical light, and vital holineſs. We under- 
ſtand thoſe prophetic expreſſions in a ſpiritual ſenſe 
which aſſure us, that the light of the moon ſhall 
« be as the light of the ſun, and the light of the ſun 
„ ſhall be ſevenfold, as the light of ſeven days, in 
* the day that the Lord bindeth up the breach of 
*« his people, and healeth the ſtroke of their wound.“ 
* Inſtead” of braſs,” ſays Jehovah, © I will bring 
* gold ; and inſtead of iron, 1 will bring ſilver, 
and inſtead of wood, braſs; and inſtead of itones, 
iron. And Þ will make thine inſpettors peace; 
« apd* thine exactors righteouſneſs,” The ſpiritual 
| epjoyments 
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enjoyments of God's people ſhall then be increaſed, 
and raiſed to a degree of which we fear the gene- 
rality of profeſſors in the, preſent day have little 
conception. hey ſhall ſing in the ways of the 
Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.” The 
Lord ſhall be the everlaſting light of his Church, 
and the days of her mourning ſhall be ended. 

& +4 | 
But perhaps you. are dreading, Beloved, leſt a 
day of trial ſhould yet intervene before the dawn of 
that day of glory. Be that as it may, the Head of 
the Church is ſuſficient to ſupport thoſe who may be 
called to endure it, and to get himſelf increaſing 
glory by every conflict his people are called to 
endure. That arm of the Lord will awake, and put 
on ſtrength, which heretofore cut Rahab, and 
wounded the Dragon. No weapon formed againſt 
his Church ſhall proſper, but “ the wrath of man 
« ſhall praiſe him, and the remainder of wrath ſhall 
he reſtrain.” The enemies of our Lord have 
often been permitted to combine in a very formi- 
dable manner againſt bis intereſt, but they have 
always been baffled and confounded. Wherein 
they have dealt proudly he has ſhewn himſelf above 
them; and hath taken the ſubtleſt of his foes in their 
own. craftineſs. We recollect how he © triumphed 
«.gloriouſly” over Pharaoh and his hoſt, at the Red 
Seca. We remember when Sennacherib invaded. 
Judah like a flood, filling the breadth of Immanuel's 


land, and reaching up to the neck; when he took 
all the fenced cites of Judah, and beſieged Heze- 


kiah 
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kiah in his metropolis ; the inſolent Rabſakeh bluſ- 


tered before the walls of Jerufalem, and Senna- | 
cherib ſent letters to rail at the living God; but 1 


—— — rr „ ſa 
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Hezekiah ſpread the blaſphemous letter before the 15 
Lord, and Iſaiah was commiſſioned to encourage ; | 
and ſtrengthen his faith. The Virgin, the Daugh- 1 
ter of Zion, laughed Aſſyria to ſcorn, aud ſaug, 1 


* God 1s our refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent 
% help in trouble. God is in the midit of his cuy, 
* ſhe ſhall not be moved: God ſhall help her be- 
* fore the dawn of the morning.“ T “ Then the | 
« Angel of the Lord went forth, and ſmote in the | 
% camp of the Allyrians one hundred and eighty- 
« five thouland ; and when they: arole early in the 
% morning, behold, they were all dead corples.”” 
We remember the diſappointment ot the proud and 
ſcornful Agagite, who thought to avenge Amalek 
upon the Jews, and cut off the whole nation at once, 
becauſe Mordecai refuſed to proſtrate himſelf be- 
fore him, Impatient to glut his revenge, he pre- 
pares the loſty gibhet, and anticipates his haughty 1 
purpoſe ; but unexpected mortification confounds * 
him: he is compelled to proclaim the honors of the 
man he moſt abhorred; and che diſmal ſentence, 
„Hang i thereon,” cqmes but juſt in time to 
prevent his ſeeing Mordecai, the door-keeper, in- 
ſtalled in his own ſeat. We recollett the rage of 
Antiochus againſt the word of God, and the people 
of God, and the agonies of body and mind in which 
he afterwards expired, acknowledging the cauſe 


| * . |  _ 
. Ef. xlyi. probably compoſed on this very occaſion, See V enema in ſoc. 
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of his ſufferings, and promiſing to make amends 
to the Jews if he might but enjoy an intermiſſion 
of his pains, Under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, a 
like miſerable death was infliaed; by the immediate 
vengeance of Heaven, on him that “ killed James 
« with the ſword,” and vainly intended to bring 
Peter forth to execution at the time he appointed. 
InſeAs of the meaneſt order were ſufficient to huni- 
ble the pride of that man, whom the blaſphemy of 
his flatterers had equalled to God, Mero, the firſt 
of the Roman Emperors who perſecuted the Chriſ- 
tian Church, was adjudged, by the Senate, an 
enemy of the human race, and became his own 
executioner. And Galerius, one of the laſt of the 
Pagans that tormented the martyrs of Jefus, died 


in the fame awful manner with Herod and Antiochns. 


Thus have thine enemies periſhed, O Lord! 


- We conelude that IJssus must increase, ſince this 
world; and all others, were“ made by Him, and 
« for Him;“ „without Him was not any thing 


made that is made ;” and „ by Him all things | 


conſiſt. This earth, eſpecially, had been made 
in vain, or had been uſed only as a place of puniſh< 
ment, had not the Kingdom of Grace been ereQed 
here by the glorious Immanuel. But here he has 
determined that “Mercy ſhall be built up for ever,” 


not at the expence of righteouſneſs, God forbid! 


but © Grace reigns, through righteouſneſs; unto 


who truly underſtand the import and deſign of his 
| _ mediation, 


eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ They 
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mediation, know that * he is firſt of all King of 
Righteouſneſneſs, and then, after that, King of 
Peace.“ His cauſe is, therefore, the very cauſe 
of truth and rettitude. For he is the only-begotten 
of the Father, who hath truly revealed him ; he 
hath vindicated the rights of Deity, and glorified all. 
the perſedtions of God in the higheſt, while he hath 
publiſhed peace on earth, and diſplayed God's ſove- 
reign good-will to men. His Kingdom is the King» 
dow of Grace and Glory! Infinite benevolence is 
diſplayed in its erection, and whole adminiſtration 
and whether we conſider the ſweet harmony of the 
divine attributes in his own obedience unto death; 
or the tranſcript, of every moral excellence im- 
preſſed by his Holy Spirit on the hearts of his res 
generate people; we infer, that ſo excellent a 
Government can never be overturned, fo bleſſed a 
Kingdom muſt increaſe. We may ſafely reſt our 
hopes on the intrinſic goodneſs of his cauſe, It is 
- fo excellent, that it ought to prevail over all its 
oppoſers. Jeſus © muſt reign, till he hath put all 


© enemies under his feet.” He has the good wiſhes . 


of every honeſt virtuous. heart in the univerſe. 
Every intelligent being that is a friend to God, and 
to the created ſyſtem; that has any love to true 
virtue, and to real happineſs; muſt be on his ſide: 
and muſt rejoice that the irreverſible decree of 
Heaven has determined, that Hz MUSTH 1NCREASE 3 
yea, that of che increaſe of his manifeſtative glory, 
and of the happineſs of his _ — there ſhall 
| * no end. | 


Thus 
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( 28 ), 
Thus have we, as propoſed, conſidered the nature 
of that increaſe which is here predicted, and the 
grounds for concluding that it is certain and unfruſ- 
trable. What -[nferences farther ſhall we draw, my 
Chriſtian Brethren, from theſe premiſes? 


Have not they abundant ground for joy and gra- 
titude who are decidedly on Chrilt's fide! You, 
my dear Brethren, were once aliens from the Com- 
monwealth of Iſrael; you were once enemies in 
your minds to the King of Zion. He firſt con- 


 quered you by his grace, and now you love his 


gentle ſway. You were made “ willing in the day 
of his power,“ and bleſſed be his name, that be 
this ſubdued vou to himfell, Now you may 
bleſs God that ever you were born, for you were 
born to be happy for ever. You are on the fale 
fide, the riſing fide, the fide that must prevail, let 
what events ſo ever will take place. In life, in 
death, and to etexpity, you are ſecure. 


How ſhould we all, my Chriſtian Friends, and 
eſpecially we, my honored Fathers and Brethren, 
who have been called unto the Miniſtry of the 
Word, be excited to acłiviqy an resolution in our 


Redeemer's cauſe. He must increase, and fo he 


Mall, Whether we are aithful or not. But O! 
What an honor, what a pleaſure, will it be, to be 
employed as inſtruments in promoting his bleſſed 
Kingdom! He does not n ed our ſervices; but 
how great is his condeſcenſion in requiring them, 
ad how great his liberality in requiung them, 

Mere 


( 29 ) 

Were we to hold our-peace, in God's controverſy: 
with a reyolted world, deliverance and enlarge- 
ment would ariſe to his Church from ſome other 
quarter, but we ſhould be found traitors and rebels 
againſt the King of Kings. Whatever be our 
ſtation, whatever are our talents, may we conſider 
them as allotted to us for this very purpoſe, that 
we may promote the Kingdom of Chriſt. 


Brethren ! ſeck the increaſe of Chriſt's Kingdom 
in your own souls. Let it be our daily prayer, Thy 
* Kingdom come, thy will be done,“ in us, and by 
us. Our own happineſs is beſt promoted by our being 
thoroughly ſubdued and entirely devoted to the Lord. 
May it appear, that Chriſt is increaſingly precious 
to us, and that we are increaſingly conformed to 
his likeneſs. Righteouſneſs, peace, and joy in the 
Holy Spirit, are the eſſential characteriſtics of his 
ſubjects, Shew that you prize and poſſeſs them. 


And, O let us ſeck the increaſe of his kingdom 
all around us; by the converſion of ſouls to God ; 
by their being“ turned from darkneſs to light,“ and 
from the power of Satan to ſubjeRion to the Re- 
deemer. Brethren, is there nothing more we can 


do to promote the cauſe of Chriſt ? The end of 
our life is Chriſt, Let us ſeek the attainment of that 


end wich the utmoſt vigor. By the increaſe of 
Chriſtian knowledge ; by promoting love to Chriſt; 
and love to the Brethren ; by building np the Saints 
in their moſt holy fagth ; let us labof to ſubſerve 
PIER, hi 


(69). 
ts Kingdom. Nay Chriſt be move known, mörs 
enjoyed, more glorified, thro* our means! May 
we be the happy inſtruments of increafing the evari- 
gelical comfort, and vital benen of our fellow 
3 


Nor let us conifie our efforts, and much leſs du 
ardent prayers, to the increaſe of true Godlineſs at 
home, Let us enlarge our views, and our plans 
for promoting the cauſe of Chriſt, A Negro 
Church of our own denomination is now planted on 
the coaſt of Africa, and numbers who were för- 
merly torn from thoſe injured ſhores, have heen 
baptized into Chriſt, in Jamaica, and North 
America. Let us remember in our prayers the free 
ſettlers of Sierra Leone; and their Brethren in the 
American Iſles and Continent, who have been deli 
veted from the yoke of Satan, tho many of them 
are ſtill held in ſlavery by Man. — We truſt, that 
before this time, our Miſſionaries have reached the 
Baſt Indies, and are employed in rolling away the 
ſtone, that the ſable flocks of Hindoos may drink 
of the water of life; Let us be mindful of them 
before the throne; let us continue to ſend” them 
liberal ſupplies. Let us be on the watch for freſn 
openings to ſpread the Goſpel. Let us look out for 
other Miſſionaries, and beg of God to raiſe up ſuch 
as ſhall not count life dear to them, when compared 
wich the ſalvation of immortal ſouls. Let us enquire 
whither we may beſt make another inroad on the 
yo of Satan? Our: Moravian Brethren are 
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of 2» 
ſyzceſsful among the Hottentots, ſhall we make an 


attempt to evangelize the Cafres ? Or ſhall we ſent 


a Miſſion to any of the iſl nds of the Southern 
Ocean ? Millions of ſouls are periſhing for lack of 
knowledge, If we indeed believe the Goſpel, let 
us be eager to propagate it in every part of che 
globe. Let not avarice and rapine ſtimulate the 
children of this world to greater activity, than the 


love of Chriſt and ſouls can produce in the children 
of light. 


It Chriſt must increase, his ſervants muſt be: 


active. The indolent muſt be rouſed from their 
lukewarmneſs, or elſe be removed out of this 
world, to ſome other abode, before tlie glorious 
times predicted in the Bible can begin. Ye ſons of 
Zion be ſtrong, and let not your. hands be ſlack. 
Let the people who do know their God be ambi- 
tious to perform exploits. While the earth reſounds 
with the din of arms, and my riads exult in having 
deſtroyed the bodies of their fellow men, let us uſe 
our weapons, which are “ not carnal, but mighty 
*.thro* the Spirit,” for the ſalvation of immortal 
ſouls, Let us purſue this bleſſed object with dili- 
gence and ardor, with reſolute ſelf-denial, . and 
diſintereſted love and zeal. Never may there be 
room to ſuſpect that our aim is to increaſe our 
income, increaſe our influence, increaſe. our repu- 
tation among men, or to increaſe the intereſt of a 


party. But be this our ſole deſign chat HE may 


increaſe; whoſe we are, and whom ve ſerve ; . thots 
£ we 
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we be as reprobates. | In all things,” may @&. 
„ approve ourſelves as the Miniſters of God, in 
* much paticnce, in afflictions, in neceſſidies, in 
« diſtreſſes, &c. in labors, in watchings, in faſtings; 
« by pureneſa, by knowledge, by long- uffering, by 
« kindneſs, by the Holy Spirit, by love unfeigned, 
„by the word .of truth, by the power of God, by 
* the armor of righteouſneſs on the right hand and 
on the, leſt, by honor and diſhonor, by evil 
* report and good report, &c.” Such were the 
circumſtances, and ſuch the weapons, of primitive 
Miniſters. And if at preſent God has leſſened our 
trials, can any reaſon be given why we ſhould leſſen 
our zeal ? I am perſuaded you will ſuffer the 
word of exhortation, and if any 'word of cenſure 
ſeems implied, I honeſtly avow that I with to point 
it firſt and chiefly againſt myſelf. 


If we are enabled diſintereſtetlly to purſue the 
honor of (Chriſt, and the increaſe of his church, we 
ſhall, in the end, find our own account in the 
purſuit; He that prefers a private intereſt of his 
own, will diſmally defeat his intention: but he that 
loſes even his life for Chriſt's fake and the Goſpel's 
ſhail find it. The increaſe of his Kingdom will 
ſooner or later increaſe the joy and happineſs of all 
| bis friends. May this be the chief end, . 

both of our Miniſtry and of our lives. 


Far from may foul! be every ſuſpicion of my dear 
and honored Brethren ; with moſt of whom now 
preſent 


( 9 
Preſent 1 have had but little time for perſonal 
acquaintance, but all of them I love, and the cha- 
ratler of many I highly revere, But they, who 
know tne evil of the heart, will not think it utterly 
ſuperfluous, much leſs offenſive, to ſay, that it 
were better for us that we had never been born, than 
for any of us to be found not truly on the fide of 
CurisT, Better would it have been to have ſpent 
our lives in the meaneſt occupation on cafih, or to 
have endured a lot as wretched and degrading as that 
of the enflaved African; than for any of us to 
prove unbelieving, unholy, and unfaithful Minifters ; , 


traitors, like Judas, to the cauſe of our bleſſed 
#, ES 


Finally, let all my hearers cxamine whether they 
are yet the genuine ſubjedts of Chriſt's Kingdom? 
There can be no neutrality in this caſe ; if we are 
not for him, we are against him. And, Oh, how 
awful will be the lot of them that oppoſe his Govern- 
ment, and deſpiſe his Grace ! — But ſeeing it is 
'faid, that He must increase, this declaration affords 
encouragement for rebellious finners to return and 
ſubmit to him; to deſert their connection with his 
foes, and enliſt in the army of Jcſus. He is 
willing to increaſe his kingdom among men, by 
receiving into che number. of his happy ſubjetts 
thoſe that have been the moſt miſerable vaſſals of 
ſin. He will in no wiſe caſt out any one that 
cometh to Him for ſalvation, let him be ever fo 
. wretched, unworthy, and guilty, II is a faithful 


D | « {aying, 
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« ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſug, 


« Chriſt came into the world to fave ſinners, of 
„% whom,” ſaid Paul, who had once been exceed. 
ingly mad againſt the ſaints, * I am chief. How- 
beit for this cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me 
« the chief, Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all long- 
* ſuffering, for à pattern to them who ſhould here- 
* after believe on him to life everlaſting. Now 
4 unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, the 


„ only wiſe God, be honor, and glory, for er 


0 and ever. Amen.” 


Lately Publiſhed, by the fame Author, 


The carneft CHARGE and humble HOPE of an affectionate 
PASTOR : being the Subſtance of Three Diſcourſes, addreſſed 
to the Churgh and Congregation in College-Lane, N 3 


Dec. 1, 1793+ Price 18. 
ALSO, 


The CALVINISTIC and SOCINIAN SYSTEMS examined 
and compared, as to their moral Tendency ; in Fifteen Letters, by 


Axpatw Fultser, The Second Edition, Price 45. 
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NOTE upon John v. 2g. quoted at the bottom of page 19th. 


(1.) He who honoreth not the Son, honoreth not the Father's 
Va racity, who hath borne Testimony concerning his Son as a 
divine Savior, 


Hence the generality of thoſe who rejett the doftrine of our Lord's 
divinity, evidently ſet up their depraved reaſon above Revelation; 
treating it as a thing incredible, even upon divine teſtimony, that 
therg, ſhould be any ſuch perſonal diſtintions in the Deity, as they 
cannot comprehend. They would fain perſuade themſelves, that the 
Scriptures contain no ſuch teſtimony. But it is a fact, which many of 
them cannot wholly conceal from their conſciences, that the Bible 
favors our ideas, only they think it's obvious ſenſe ſo myſterious, that 


any violence ſhould be offered to the language of the inſpired writers, 


rather than that this doftrine ſhould be admitted, And ſome of theic 
co-adjutors deny the inſpiration of ſeveral parts of the Scripture, and 
the infallibility of Scripture teſtim ony. O that they would conſider 
1 Johnv. o. He that believeth not God, hath made him a liar, 
& becauſe he believeth not the record which God gave of his Son.” 


(2.) He that honoreth not the Son, konoreth not the Father's 
GOVERNMENT as Secured by the Son's meditation. 


If we deny the divioity of Chriſt, and deny, or leſſen his atone- 


ment, we muſt deny, or proportionably leſſen, the evil of fin, 
the importance of the law, and the authority, majelly, and infinite 
amiableneſs of God, Thus we muſt detratt from the dignity of the 
Lawgiver and moral Governor, in exact proportion as we do from the 
Savior, 


. [See my Sermon on Chriſt manifeſted, p. 1. and Farewel Sermons, 
P · 16. |; 
| (g:) He honoreth not the Father's GRACE in the gift of his Son, 


If Chriſt be not truly divine, and yet made ſome atonement, as 
the Arians ſuppoſe, we have more room, by far, to wonder, that he 
thouid make fo great a purchase, as the ſalvation of the whole 
Church; than that he ſhould give fo great a Price, as his own 
precious blood, But the Scriptures always turn our ſurprize into the 

other 
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other channel; not, God 50 loved C18 as to pardon, innumerabl- 
\ fins, fos his ſufferings ; or, as to give eternal liſe to millions, for his 
obedience : but, God ſo loved the world as to give his only begotten 
Son, &c. and, he that ſpared not his own Sox, &c. how ſhall he 
not, with him, freely give us all things? John iii. 16. Rom. viii. ge. 


| And if Chriſt be a mere man, and made no atonement, as the 
Socinians aflert, how is the Grace of God annihilaced ! What have 
we to wonder at, that he who ſent all the Prophets to inſtruct man- 
kind, ſhould fend one more, called Jeſus Chrilt ? Eſpecially, if all 
the uſe of his coming, were ſimply to tell us, God was too merciful 
10 do us any injury; or that he would not puniſh thoſe who ought to 
be pardoned 7 We have molt reaſon to wonder, on this ty putheſis, 
at his being called the light of the Genules, who, according to the 
Socinians, is become the greateſt idol in the world ! Strange indeed, 
that the greateſt: and plaineſt of all the Prophets, ſhould be the worlt 
.undexitood 11 See my Sermon on Mr. Hall's funeral, p. 17, and 77. 

NOTE on the East Indian Mission, p. 30. 

Pleaſing accounts have juſt been received from our Brethren 
Thomas and Carey, who are ſaſely arrived, and find multitudes eager 
to hear the word of God, Extratts from their letters are preparing 
for the preſs, to be publiſhed with the narrative of the riſe and pro- 
greſs of the Baptiſt Society for propagating the Goſpel among the 
Heathens. 


* 


eee 


#4 
44 


43.5 


SK ooat te.” 


